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OUTLINE

• Overview of Human Trafficking 
• Legal Framework for Combatting Trafficking in Persons in 

Nigeria
• Overview of Key Sections of TIPPEA Act 2015 as it’s pertains to 

children
• Common Forms of Child Trafficking Prosecuted by NAPTIP
• Challenges in Prosecuting TIP Cases
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OVERVIEW OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING 3

HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN PERSPECTIVE 4
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THE DIFFERENT FORMS OF HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING INCLUDES:
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DRIVERS OF TIP

üPoverty

üLack of economic and educational opportunities 
especially for young people

üGreed and Peer Pressure

üIgnorance on the part of families and children
üConflicts and Wars

üPorous borders
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NATURE & SCOPE OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING

• Human Trafficking in Nigeria is both Internal and External with a higher rate
of Internal trafficking.

• The purpose of internal trafficking is usually for sexual exploitation,
domestic servitude, forced labor, debt bondage, child labour, illegal
adoption, used of children in brothels, child pornography, and buying and
selling of human beings.

• Sexual exploitation, labour exploitation and organ trafficking are the major
purpose for external trafficking.

• Human trafficking in Nigeria is enormous and widespread. No State is
immune to it as each state has its own peculiarity.
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR COMBATTING TIP 
IN NIGERIA

The United Nations Convention on Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC) 
and the protocol to prevent, suppress and punishment trafficking in person 

especially women and children, 2003

Nigeria enacted the Trafficking in Persons 
(Prohibition) Law Enforcement and 

Administration Act in 2003

This legislation created NAPTIP, a law 
enforcement agency mandated to 

tackle the scourge of human 
trafficking in Nigeria

Nigeria signed UNTOC in 2003 & ratified in 
2004
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR 
COMBATTING TIP IN NIGERIA

• NAPTIP, is also empowered to
implement the Violence
Against Persons Prohibition
Act, 2015 in the FCT.
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NAPTIP’s Response to Trafficking 
in Persons 10
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Operational Structure of NAPTIP 11

OVERVIEW OF KEY SECTIONS OF 
TIPPEAA 2015 

The TIPPEA Act is a Federal 
Legislation and applies to the 
36 States of the country and 
the Federal Capital Territory. 

The Federal High Court, High 
Court of a State, the High 
Court of the Federal Capital 
Territory, have jurisdiction to 
hear all TIP cases
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POWERS OF NAPTIP

The Act Empowers NAPTIP to:
a.Investigate all cases of human trafficking
b.Enter into any premises to conduct searches
c.Arrest, detain and prosecute offenders under this Act or any 
other law on TIP in Nigeria
d.Trace, seize, detain or retain in custody for the purpose of 
investigation and prosecution any property reasonably believed to 
have been involved in or used in the commission of TIP
e.Seal up premises where such premises is involved with or used in 
connection to TIP
f.Seek and receive information from any person, authority, 
corporation or company without hindrance
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OFFENCES AND PUNISHMENTS (RIGHTS 
OF A CHILD)

The Act creates offences with varying degrees of punishment. It
provides for

1. Conviction AND fine for grievous offence like (sexual exploitation,
Organ Removal, buying and selling of Human Beings, forced labour, child
pornography, use of child in brothels, slavery;

2. Conviction without an option of fine (domestic servitude,
impersonation);

3. Conviction or fine (obstruction of justice and tampering with
witnesses).
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OFFENCES AND PUNISHMENTS (RIGHTS 
OF A CHILD)

• Section 13 prohibits all forms of human trafficking in Nigeria and
defines human trafficking as the recruitment, transportation,
transfer, harbouring or receipt of another person by means of
threat, force, fraud, abduction, deception, abuse of power for
the purpose of exploitation.
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OFFENCES AND PUNISHMENTS (RIGHTS OF A 
CHILD)

• Section 16: Use of a child (under 18 years) for prostitution or
for other forms of sexual exploitation within and outside Nigeria-
imprisonment for not less than 7 years AND a fine of not less
than N1,000,000.

• Section 17: Use of a child for the production of pornography or
pornographic performances or harbour in a brothel, commits an
offence and is liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term
not less than 7 years and a fine not less than N1, 000,000.

• Where drugs are administered to the child it carries and addition
term of not less than 1 year imprisonment.
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OFFENCES AND PUNISHMENTS (RIGHTS OF A 
CHILD)

• Section 19: Covers trafficking a child for the purpose of
forced recruitment to use in armed conflict- Imprisonment
for a term of not less than 7 years AND a fine of not less
than N1 Million.
• Section 20(3): Any person who enlists, transports, delivers,

accommodates or takes in a child for the purpose of
removing the person’s organs commits an offence and liable
to Imprisonment for a term of not less than 7 years AND a
fine of not less than N5 Million.
• Section 21: Buying and selling of human beings for any kind

of exploitation- Not less than 5 years and a fine of not less
than N2million.
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OFFENCES AND PUNISHMENTS 
(RIGHTS OF A CHILD)

• Section 22: Use of any person for forced labour within or outside
Nigeria or permits a place or premises to be used for forced labour-
not less than 5 years and a fine of not less than N1, 000,000
• Section 23: Employment of a child under 12 as domestic worker is a

crime: employ, require, recruit, transport, harbour, receives or hire
out a child under the age of 12 as a domestic worker commits an
offense- Min of 6months and not exceeding 7 years.
• The section further provides that, where the child is used for work that

is exploitative, or hazardous to the child-min of 2 years and not
exceeding 7 years without an option of fine; Where the child is
denied payment- not less than 2 years imprisonment; and another
term of not less than 3 years where the child is defiled or inflicted
with bodily harm
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OFFENCES AND PUNISHMENTS 
(RIGHTS OF A CHILD)

• Child labor is a huge problem in Nigeria.

• Common forms of child labour are: street peddling, construction
work, tie & dye industry, domestic servitude, artisinal mining,
scavenging trash, bus conductors, motor park touts and
exploitative agricultural work.

• Children from other West African countries are also trafficked into
Nigeria for exploitative work and verse versa
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OFFENCES AND PUNISHMENTS 
(RIGHTS OF A CHILD)

• The Child Rights Act of 2003, restricts children under age 18 from any work
except light work for family members;

• Section 59(2) of the Labour Act provides that a person under 15 years of age
shall not be employed or work in industrial undertakings. Section 59(1) of the
same Act, states that, “no child under 12 shall be employed or work in any
capacity except where he/she is employed by a member of his/her family to
perform light work….”.

• Section 277 of the Child Rights Act of 2003, provides that a child under 18
years shall not be “employed to work in any capacity except where he/she is
employed by a member of his/her family to perform light work…”

20



7/17/22

11

COMMON FORMS OF CHILD TRAFFICKING 
PROSECUTED BY NAPTIP

1. Child prostitution and other forms of sexual exploitation 
(internal and external)

2. Buying and selling of human beings
3. Domestic servitude

4. Forced labor
5. Debt bondage
6. Use of children in brothels. 
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SOME CHALLENGES IN PROSECUTING TIP 
CASES

• Low reportage
• Relationship between suspects and victims
• Lack of cooperation from the vulnerable communities
• Some elements that create vulnerability to Human trafficking are culturally

accepted as a way of life; child labor, domestic servitude
• Inadequate knowledge of human trafficking by some sister LEA, As a result, they

use the criminal code in handling human trafficking cases rather than refer these
cases to NAPTIP.

• Insecurity hampers the agency’s work in terms of operations, sensitization,
rescue and assistance;

• Due to the transnational nature of TIP as a human rights violations which may
have occurred over a period and across different jurisdictions with some key
culprits or victims/witnesses spread across various jurisdictions
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GEOGRAPHIC PREVALENCE OF TIP

• Domestic Servitude 
• Sexual Exploitation
• Forced Labor 
• Bonded Labor

North Central 
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GEOGRAPHIC PREVALENCE OF TIP

• Domestic Servitude 
• Orphanage Trafficking,
• Buying and Selling of 

children

North East
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GEOGRAPHIC PREVALENCE OF TIP

• Domestic Servitude 
• Sale of babies
• Trends of sexual 

exploitation 

North West
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GEOGRAPHIC PREVALENCE OF TIP

• Domestic Servitude,
• Buying and Selling of 

Children
• Bonded Labor,  
• Trafficking through 

water ways to Burkina 
faso, 
• Sexual exploitation

South - South
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GEOGRAPHIC PREVALENCE OF TIP

• Domestic Servitude, 
• Baby factories, 
• Cryptic pregnancies, 
• Buying and selling of 

children, 
• Urban to urban and 

rural to urban TIP for 
sexual exploitation

South - East
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GEOGRAPHIC PREVALENCE OF TIP

• Domestic Servitude,
• Forced Labor, 
• Foreign travel for  

sexual exploitation

South - West
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GEOGRAPHIC PREVALENCE OF TIP

• Orphanage trafficking, 
• Trafficking in sports, 
• Child exploitation 

(especially pornography)
• Sextortion

FCT

29

info@naptip.gov.ng

www.naptip.gov.ng

REPORT CASES OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING TO NAPTIP

627      
07030000203     
*627#
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