
1 
 

JUDGEMENT WRITING IN THE SHARIA COURT 
 

BEINGA PAPER PRESENTED  

 

BY 

 
 
 
 

HON. KADI USMAN B. UMAR 
SHARIA COURT OF APPEAL, 

ADAMAWA STATE. 

AT THE NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON PRACTICE AND 
PROCEDURE IN THE AREA/SHARIA/CUSTOMARY 

COURTS. 
 
 

ORGANIZED BY: 

NATIONAL JUDICIAL INSTITUTE, ABUJA 

 

BETWEEN: 

MONDAY 9th– WEDNESDAY 11th MAY, 2022.  

 

 



2 
 

Opening Remark: 

All praises and thanks are due first and foremost to Almighty Allah for his 

grace which enabled me to come and share my little view at the very 

important workshop organized by the National Judicial Institute. Asa 

Muslim I must appreciate the honour accorded me by the institute. The 

prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was reported to have said that:  

Whoever is not grateful to mankind (for the honour done 
to him) will not be grateful to Allah. 

I must therefore express my profound gratitude and appreciation to the 

Administrator of this great institute; National Judicial Institute, mylord, 

Hon. Justice Salisu Garba Abdullahi and his team for giving me this 

opportunity to stand before this auspicious gathering and present this 

paper. 

I am constrained to point out that the letter inviting me to present this 

paper was dated 2nd March, 2022 and was delivered to me through our 

Chief Registrar who received same through his email address on 5th April, 

2022 requiring me to submit same on or before 1st April 2022. I think I 

should mention this because scheduled time for submission of this paper 

has already elapsed for which I have to ask for extension of time to enable 

me submit same at a future date. 

INTRODUCTION 

One of the important role a judge plays in the administration of justice is 

judgement delivery. The sole duty of a judge is to hear and determine 

legal matters culminating into judgement writing. 



3 
 

Sharia advocates for establishment of a just society where every 

individual no matter his status in the society is given just treatment before 

the court of law. The bedrock of every just society is an independent 

judiciary where qualified judges adjudicate on matters before them and 

deliver judgement in accordance with the principles of the sharia and 

execute same.  

Allah the most High is in full picture of every thought, action or in action 

of his servants1
. Notwithstanding this when Prophet Adam (AS) ate from 

the tree he was asked not to approach. Allah (S.W.T) asked him why he 

did that before passing judgement on him2. Similarly, when Allah 

commanded angels to prostrate in reverence to Adam (AS), Iblis refused, 

Allah did not pass judgement on him until he asked him why he refused 

obeying the instruction given before judgementfollowed3. Under the 

sharia the judge must give parties to a case fair hearing at all times.  

When parties approach the court with claims and establish their rights 

through witnesses or oath, at this stage a judge is expected to pass his 

judgement between the parties. Sound judgement restores the image and 

perception associated with the justice delivery process and foster public 

confidence in the judiciary, as litigants at all times look to just, fair and 

quality justice. A judgement based on comprehensive analysis of facts 

and law is not only an indication of intellectual strength of a judge but 

also a sign of a worthy judicial system. It is therefore imperative for a 

judge to acquire the skill to write good judgement.  

SHARIA 

Sharia is an Islamic word which means “the straight path to God”. It is a 

moral code as well as religious law of Islam and Muslims that deals with 
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many issues addressed by the common law. It is a divine law as opposed 

to human made law. The holy Quran in chapter 45 verse 18 provides as 

follows: -  

Then we have put you (O! Muhammad) on a plain way to our 
commandments. So follow you that path and follow not the 
desires of those who knows not. 

JUDGE 

A judge is a public servant appointed to preside in court of Justice in order 

to administer justice through the due process of the law, by applying 

same to the facts established by evidence.  

The responsibility of adjudicating on the disputes and conflicts between 

the ‘Ummah’ was first of all vested on the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) by 

Allah (SWT). The same responsibility was vested on the ‘ummah’ as they 

were charged to refer their grievances to the Prophet (SAW) for 

settlement and resolution. This can be seen in Qur’an chapter 4 verse 65 

which provides thus; 

“But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith, until they make 
you (O! Muhammad) judge in all disputes between them, and 
find in themselves no resistances against your decisions and 
accept (them) with full submission. 

For a person to be appointed a judge under the sharia, he must possess 

a sound knowledge of all the sources of Sharia viz; The holy Qur’an, the 

Sunnah of the Prophet (SAW), the Ijma of the Ulama and other secondary 

sources of the sharia.  

Jurists are unanimous on the fact that possession of a sound knowledge 

of Islamic jurisprudence (fiqh) and law is a necessary pre-requisite for 

appointment as a judge of any court of law.  
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A Prophetic Hadith provides that a judge is rewarded twice if he strove 

and, achieved in upholding justice, but he is rewarded once if he strove 

and erred in law.  

The growth of the Islamic state necessitated judgement writing and the 

establishment of an appellate court for entertaining appeals during the 

time of Abbasiy Dynasty.  

PRINCIPLES IN JUDGEMENT WRITING 

The Arabic word for judgement is al-qada which literally means cutting. A 

judgement in a strict sense is simply the end product of a judicial 

proceedings in a court of law. It is a law based on decision of a court. In 

a broad sense, judgement is any pronouncement made by a person who 

acts in an obiter in any form of dispute involving at least two opposing 

parties. Black’s law dictionary4 also defined judgement as  

“The official and authentic decision of a court of justice upon 
the respective rights and claims of the parties to an action or 
suit therein litigated and submitted to its determination; the 
final decision of the court resolving the dispute and 
determining the rights and obligations of the parties; the laws 
last word in a judicial controversy, it being the final 
determination by a court upon the rights of the parties upon 
matters, submitted to it in action or proceedings”.  

It is worthy to note that the word ‘judgement’ includes whatis usually 

referred to as consequential orders. Thus the word judgment so widely 

conceived includes those for award of damages, various decrees, various 

final orders, declaratory reliefs whether in realm or personam and 

whether given in consent or after a contests5.  
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It is however, important to note that the word judgement is used in both 

the strict and broad senses. In strict sense a judgement is that formal 

part of the determination of the issues in controversy between the parties 

which a court registrar can extract, seal and issue to the successful party 

and enter in the book of the court. The rest of the judgement is referred 

to as ‘the reason for the judgement’. This narrow or strict judgement is 

recognized in the case of Moller V. Roy6 where the word judgement was 

interpreted to exclude the reason for the judgement.  

In the broad sense, however it is commonly used to represent the whole 

of that reasoned decision which in our country is delivered by a judge or 

judges depending on whether the judgement is original or appellate.  

Under the Sharia Musa Al-Ash’ariy’s letter by Khalifah Umar Ibn Khattab 

which laid the principles and procedural rules to be adopted in hearing a 

case reads as follows: -  

Judgement is an established obligation and an adopted tradition of the 

Prophet (SAW). Try to understand matters before you. Statements or 

decisions that are not enforceable are invalid. Place the parties before you 

on equal right that a privileged party will not vie for your favour or take 

you for granted, while the less privileged will not fear your injustice. Be 

certain and convinced of complex issues once they are not provided for 

in the book (Holy Qur’an) or Sunnah. 

A valid judgement under the Sharia must satisfy the requirements of the 

law. The prophet (PBUH) has clearly mentioned in his hadith that it is for 

the claimant to call witnesses and where he has no witnesses then the 

defendant takes the oath of denial7. In another hadith the Prophet (PBUH) 
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states that ‘you must not judge between people until you hear both of 

them8. 

In Civil actions, when parties appear before the court, the judge is 

expected to identify the claimant and that is the first assignment of the 

judge. Under the sharia the first person to lay the complaint is not 

necessarily the claimant. The nature of the case determines the claimant 

before the Sharia court. The claim must be well stated, genuine and 

proved before the claimant can succeed. The subject matter must be 

lawful. For example alcohol is unlawful. The claim must be clear and not 

vague. The claimant must state what he wants and the defendant is 

connected to it. The judge must not be carried away by the piety of the 

claimant, he must establish his claim before the judge by adducing 

evidence. Two male witnesses or male witness and two female witnesses 

can suffice. In land cases both parties are claimants’ and as such will 

adduce evidence to establish their claims.  

In both criminal and civil cases, confession/admission are the strongest 

means of proofs. It is more reliable than witnesses (ibid).  

In criminal cases, generally two male witnesses are required to proof a 

case while in case of accusation of adultery four male witnesses must 

testify as having witnessed the actual act taking place9. However where 

the case relates to accusation of adultery, then the husband can resort to 

li’an (mutual imprecation). When the husband subscribes to the oath and 

the wife fails to take the oath of denial, that can be a proof of zina on 

her10.   
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Similarly, pregnancy of a woman that is unmarried and there is not 

defence of rape is also a proof of zina. Generally, hadd punishment must 

be avoided in cases of doubt.  

SHARIA/AREA COURT  

The Sharia/Area Court are central to the judiciary in all the states of 

defunct Northern Nigeria. The courts are closer to the people and the bulk 

of litigants are concentrated there. The Sharia/Area Courts are the pillars 

of the Sharia Court of Appeal to which appeals from the decisions of the 

Sharia/Area Courts lie in civil proceedings involving questions of Islamic 

personal law.  

In this paper I have decided to use the Adamawa State Area Court and 

Kano State Sharia Court as reference points to epitomize the Area Court 

and Sharia Courts in the States that make up former Northern Nigeria.  

Going by the provisions of sections 14 and 15 of the Adamawa State Area 

Courts law, (the provisions are identical in allthe states of Northern 

Nigeria) the criminal and civil jurisdiction of the various grades of Area 

Courts are so wide and diverse that about 60 – 70% of litigation in the 

region today are being adjudicated upon by the various cadre of area 

courts.  

The jurisdiction of Area Courts in criminal causes are so enormous and 

apparently the upper area courts having lacking in jurisdiction only in 

homicide, robbery and rape cases; otherwise unlimited.  

Furthermore, the interpretation of section 41 of the land use Act by the 

Supreme Court has also widened the civil jurisdiction of Area Courts. See 

for example the cases Sadikwu Vs. Dalori (1996) 5 VWLR (Pt. 447) 151 
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and Oyeniran vs Egbetola (1997) 5 NWLR (pt (504) 122, where the 

supreme court held that Area court have exclusive jurisdiction over land 

in rural areas or the subject matter of customary right of occupancy to be 

issued by a local government council it is therefore glaring, that area court 

play a significant role in adjudicatory process in the entire Northern States 

of Nigeria. More so that the Area courts are not bound by technical rules. 

See Oshatoba Vs. Olujitan (2000) 5NWLR (Pt 504) 155 at 169 where the 

supreme court restated this point. One can then safely postulate that of 

all inferior courts, Area courts command more jurisdiction than any other 

court.  

Similarly, the return to civil rule in Nigeria in 1999 begot the revival of the 

Sharia Legal system in some Northern states. Thus, at the return of 

democracy, the applicable sharia was limited to personal matters like: -  

• Marriage, (Nikkah) 

• Divorce (talaq) 

• Inheritance (mirath) 

• Custody of Children (Hadanah) 

• Maintenance (Nafaqah) 

• Will (Wasiyyah) 

• Endowment (Waqf) 

• Gift (Hibah) 

Section 36(12) of the 1999 constitution clearly made application of Islamic 

penal law impossible by prohibiting charge or trial of a person accused of 

an offence under any unwritten law which Islamic penal law was not being 

a law made by the legislature pursuant to the constitutional powers 

conferred.  
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Like in Zamfara State, the implementation of Sharia in Kano State from 

the legal perspective had more to do with making the sharia penal law a 

written code (in satisfaction of section 36(2) of the constitution) and 

conferring the court with jurisdiction to try the offences contained therein, 

pursuant to sections 4(7), 6(5)(k), 277 and 278 of the 1999 CRFN. The 

law was applicable before the Sharia Courts established under the sharia 

courts law 2000 and to persons who profess “the Islamic faith and/or 

every other person who voluntarily consents to the jurisdiction of any of 

the Sharia Courts” (S.3 of the Sharia Penal Law). 

Thus the law defines and provides punishment for Hudud and Hudud 

Related offences like adultery (Qadf), Theft (Sariqah), drinking of 

alcohol(Shurbul Khamir) and robbery (Hirabah). 

The law also gives the Upper Sharia Courts jurisdiction to try all offences 

under the sharia penal code law and the sharia courts are to try all the 

offences except homicide, adultery and robbery. This is contained in the 

first schedule, part 1 of the Sharia Court Law.  

Therefore the Sharia Court also occupy a very important position in the 

administration of justice of the states that have adopted same and 

execution of its judgement is paramount.  

In Adamawa my home state appeals against the decision of Area Court 

lies to Upper Area Court. Section 51 of the Area Court laws provides; “any 

party aggrieved by a decision or order of any Area Court having 

jurisdiction in the Area in which such area court is situated”.  

By section 52 of the Area Court laws appeals from Upper Area Court lie 

before Sharia Court of Appeal.  
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It provides thus; “Any party aggrieved by a decision or order of an upper 

Area Court may appeal to: - 

a) The Sharia Court of Appeal in cases involving questions regarding 

Islamic personal law…” 

Accordingly, appeals to Sharia Court of appeal are emanating from 

Sharia/Area Courts. The Sharia Court of Appeal also exercises supervisory 

power on the Upper Sharia/Upper Area Court. See section 277 of the 1999 

constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (as amended).  

TYPES OF JUDGEMENTS 

A judgement may be classified into summary and reserved. A summary 

judgement is delivered instantly upon conclusion of hearing, sometimes 

without giving reason for the judgement. However, when difficult 

questions on facts or law or both are raised during the course of 

proceedings, the court ought to reserve its judgement to a future date 

which may be fixed and announced at once or later upon giving due notice 

to the parties. On that date the court delivers a reason and reserved 

judgement. Sometimes the court adjourns judgement sine die but this is 

discouraged as courts are encouraged to at all times, when adjourning 

for judgement, to give a definite date.  

A judgement may also be either interlocutory or final. Where, because of 

the nature of the issues that have been convassed, the judgement merely 

directs a further action or next step to be taken, the court in this 

circumstance is said to have delivered an interlocutory judgement. But 

where the judgement is complete unto itself and becomes available for 

immediate execution, it is said that a final judgement has been entered. 
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A judgement delivered under undefended list is a final judgement on the 

ground that the defendant was given opportunity to defend himself but 

opted to decline from doing so12.  

STRUCTURE, STYLE AND TECHNIQUES OF JUDGEMENT WRITING 

There is no constitutional or statutory requirement known to me as to a 

particular format or style in writing of a judgement. However, there is a 

standard for writing judgement set out by the superior courts especially 

the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeal in plethora of cases, for 

example, the case of OREDOYIN VS. AROWOLE (1987) 3NWLR (pt 114) 

at 172 and STEPHEN VS THE STATE (1987) 5NWLR (pt 46) 978, the style 

of meeting the standard is left to individual judge because of the nature 

of the case as presented by the parties before him shapes the format to 

be adopted.  

The Court of Appeal in ABDULLAHI VS. THE STATE (1995) 9 NWLR at 125 

stated thus; 

“The writing of a judgement is an art. In carrying out this art… each 
judge is free to follow his own style to produce a good judgement… 

All that the law is interested in is whether in the entire judgement, the 

trial court i.e. the Sharia/Area Court, has done justice to the parties by 

way of granting them fair hearing. The judgement must be unequivocally 

show that the evidence of both parties is fairly, adequately and 

comprehensively evaluated or assessed, so that at the end of the day an 

appellant court is left in no doubt as to the balance and impartiality of the 

trial court. It must be emphased here that Sharia/Area Court are NOT 

court of technicalities BUT courts of substantial justice as provided in 

section 58 of the Adamawa State Area Court Laws. 
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Under the Sharia, Abu Ya’la Al-Haqiliyi13 is of the view that judgement 

should not be delayed after hearing the matter where he stated as 

follows:- 

“The aim of appointing a judge is to settle the dispute and 
determined the cases, the more the disputes are quickly determined 
within a short time the better for conflicting parties. However, this 
should not lead to rushing of the hearing that may affect proper and 
fair hearing”. 

It is pertinent at this stage to refer to section 294(1) of the 1999 

constitution of the FRN which makes it compulsory and infact imperative 

for superior courts to deliver judgement within 90 days after the 

conclusion of evidence and final address.  

The above authorities are in tandem with the popular saying “justice 

delayed is justice denied”. 

Furthermore, under the Islamic law, the jurists are unanimous on the 

requirement of judgement to be in writing. Abdulkarim An-Zaiyani in his 

book, “Administration of Justice” highlighted some necessary steps 

towards documentation and writing of judgements as follows: -  

“The judge or his court scribe taking the order from him (the judge) to 

record, shall put down in writing (the judgement) with full details of the 

complaint, causes, claims and evidence in supports of the litigants and 

how they occupied it in this document that jurists referred to as “Al-

Mahdar”. He shall record all the facts, submissions for and against; he 

shall also record his decisions in terms of orders, rulings and sanctions 

(judgement). He shall thereafter produce copies for himself, the litigants 

and the court registry. This document must contain detailed information 

of the parties with address, dates and suit number14. 
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The above quotation is basically guiding a judge on what he should 

giveattention to while writing a judgement. The following important 

aspects should be given due consideration. 

1. Highlights of the facts 

2. Evidence 

3. Statements of issues formulated from the facts or grounds of appeal 

4. Determination of issues by applying the appropriate law to the facts. 

5. Decision and disposition of the case 

6. Date of the decision, signature of the judge and stamp of the court.  

CONTENTS OF JUDGEMENT IN THE SHARIA/AREA COURTS 

In DURU Vs. NWOSU (1989) 4NWLR (pt 113) at 55, Nnaemaka-Agu J.SC 

gave an insight into what a good judgement should be when his lordship 

stated that: -  

“Every good judgement begins with an introduction of the parties 
and the nature of the action, states the issues in controversy, sums 
up the evidence called by the parties, resolve the issues in 
controversy, and based upon such resolution of issues, reaches a 
verdict and makes consequential orders” 

Let us adopt these principles and upon them, propose the following as a 

guide to writing a good judgement. 

a. Introduction  

Every good judgement begins with an introduction of the parties and the 

nature of the action or claim. The introduction should be factual, non 

argumentative and non conclusive. 
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b. Issues in controversy  

In this part court identifies the issues in controversy, by making reference 

to the parties statement of claim. With the current development in 

sharia/area courts in some states of the Federation, Adamawa and Taraba 

States for example, by section 8 of the laws of the Adamawa State of 

Nigeria vol. 1 Cap. 11 provides: 

1. No person, other than a legal practitioner, shall be qualified for an 

appointment by the judicial service committee to the office of an 

Area Judge of an Area Court unless he is magistrate posted to that 

court.  

2. No person, other than a legal practitioner, shall be qualified to be 

appointed by the judicial service committee as a member of an Area 

Court unless: - 

a. He is a graduate of a recognized university and possess a 

certificate in advanced judicial course; or 

b. He is a holder of any of the following certificates awarded by 

a recognized university or institutions: - 

i. Diploma in law or equivalent 

ii. Diploma in sharia and civil law or equivalent 

This is to make the judge have legal background to enable him formulate 

issues for determination from the pleadings or put forward issues 

formulated by counsel in the matter.  

However, in appeals before appellate court the issues for determination 

emerge from the grounds of appeals unlike the original cases where the 

issues emerge from the pleadings. If the grounds of appeal and the issues 
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are so wide, the judge has no option but to read the record carefully. He 

should always use the issues formulated as the focal points around which 

he should collect the relevant evidence and note how the court below 

resolved the issues. At this stage he should have made a rough note of 

the issues and evidence in support thereof, he should have also made up 

his mind as to the issues, he wish particularly to resolve after hearing oral 

argument in the appeal.  

During the hearing of the appeal arguments will be taken and at the end 

of it the judge would be able to make up his mind on issues of fact, if 

any. In the appeal at this stage, the judge should be able to marry the 

facts with law and proceed to read the authorities cited to him by the 

counsels on both sides and to see how they should influenced his likely 

conclusions on the facts. The judge should also read other relevant 

authorities known to him on the issues in the appeal and take note of 

quotable ratios.  

c. Evaluation of evidence of parties. 

In evaluating the evidence, the judge must bear in mind; 

i. On whom the onus of proof lies 

ii. Whether the particular type of evidence called any special approach. 

Under the procedure in Islamic law, a litigant can file a claim as plaintiff 

and after thorough examination, which a judge is mandated to do, the 

plaintiff will turn out to be a defendant. See Ihkamul Ahkum, a short 

commentary on Tuhfatul Hukkam (pg 227 – 228 para 270 – 273. Under 

Islamic Law a judged is barred from entering judgement infavour of a 

claimant who has failed to support his claim by the necessary evidence. 
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See Jummai Wudil Vs Haruna Wudil (2007) 3SLR (pt iv) pg 108 at 113 

para 87 – 89.  

Ordinarily, the court performs its task of evaluation of evidence by placing 

the evidence called by either side to the dispute on every material issue 

on either side of an imaginary scale and weighing them together and 

whichever outweighs the other in terms of probative value ought to be 

accepted. Then the court will have to make its finding having regard to 

the party on whom the onus lies. It will then determine its ultimate 

verdict, which ought to and should be a reflection of these findings.  

d. Resolution of Issues: 

At this stage the court makes specific findings on the issues, thereafter it 

applies legal principles to support its finding on the issues in dispute to 

arrive at the decision of the court. He then proceed to cite the principles 

in the matter. Apply the principles to the fact of the matter in court, and 

state a conclusion about the result as the court sees it to be. Apply an 

authority relating to and in support of the principle. 

e. Court verdicts 

In this part, the court pronounces its final decisions in the matter. 

Judgement may be given to the plaintiff or the claim is dismissed or set 

aside or struck out.  

f. Consequential Orders 

A trial court may make the following judgement orders:  

1. Strike out the case 

2. Dismisses the case 
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3. Enter judgement for the plaintiff 

4. Non-suit the plaintiff (means court dismissal of a claim or a 

defendant’s counter-claim because the plaintiff or defendant has 

failed to make out a legal case or to bring out sufficient evidence). 

FORMAT (STYLE) AND TECHNIQUE OF JUDGEMENT IN THE 

SHARIA/AREA COURTS 

In Asogwu Vs. Chukwu (2003) 4NWLR (pt 811) 549, the court of Appeal, 

stated that every good judgement must be on the following format: -  

1. Accuracy 

2. Brevity 

3. Clarity 

4. Language 

5. Length  

1. Accuracy: A good judgement must be accurate.The facts stated in 

the introduction of the judgement must be succinct, vivid and 

factual facts of cited cases must be accurately stated.  

2. Brevity: The judgement should carry few words.The judgement 

should not be verbose and repetitive. Court should avoid irrelevant 

facts in the judgement, and must not contain unrelated material 

(evidence or facts). 

3. Clarity: Words in a judgement should be clearly stated. Judges 

should use short sentences and appropriate paragraphing. Judges 

should avoid theories, metaphors and use of wrong spelling and 

words. He should endeavour to avoid grammatical errors.  
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4. Language: For a judgement to be properly understood, the judge 

is required to use simple and straight forward language.  

 In Adamawa State the language of the Area Court is English. 

However, in other jurisdiction Hausa or English is resorted to as the 

language of the court. Whichever language a judge may use in 

judgement must be direct, firm and decisive, assumption and 

doubtful expressions are unacceptable, simple vocabularies devoid 

of words that have many interpretations.  

5. Length:There is no rule of law or practice stipulating the length of 

a judgement. Lengthy judgement varies according to the 

proceeding taking place before the court. However, where a judge 

adopts the principles of accuracy, brevity, clarity and language the 

judgement will not be unnecessary lengthy.  

It has become the practice of some judges not to be recording all 

proceedings and at the end they would give a judgement in just one 

(1) page or two (2). Judges must avoid laziness and embrace hard 

work that always pays.  

CONCLUSION 

A cursory look of our enabling laws establishing the Sharia/Area Court 

and their rules of procedures, the key point is that they are courts of 

justice. The justice in a judge can be mirrored from his judgement. The 

office of a judge is honourable and goes with huge responsibilities. Under 

sharia the principles is that let justice be done though heaven may fall. 

The best guideline in judgement is the fear of Allah (Taqwa) in the judge. 

One day each of us will be called upon to give account of our stewardship. 
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Even here on earth, judgements delivered by a judge are requirements 

for appointment to the higher bench. Many area court judgements have 

reached up to the supreme court. See Akamawa Vs. Bello, Haliru Usman 

Usman Vs. Hajara Usman (2003) 11NWLR pt 830 pg 109 – 139 and 

Wapanda Vs. Wapanda (2008) 1NWLR Pt. 1068 pg 364 – 395, amongst 

many others. It is worthy to note that all these cases were decided in 

favour of the Area Courts decisions. In other words, the judgements of 

the court were upheld.  

At this juncture may I advised that you stick to your oath of office, that 

is, the judicial oath in the seventh schedule to the 1999 constitution.  

Part of this judicial oath states:  

a. I will discharge my duties, and perform my functions honestly to 

the best of my ability and faithfully in accordance with the 

constitution and the law.  

b. I will not allow my personal interest to influence my official conduct 

or my decision. 

Remember that you are bound to come under pressure from friends and 

relatives. Avoid and resist these temptations. If you consider the contents 

of the oath you took, your future, your personal reputation and your 

family name and above all your accountability before God, I believe you 

will prefer to do justice according to law and the constitution.  

Let me close my paper with famous tradition of the Prophet Muhammad 

(PBUH) that explained the need for effective administration of justice 

reported by Abu Daud and Ibn Majah.  
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On the authority of Abu Buraid who said: “there are three categories 
of judges (Kadies); two will go to hell fire while the third one will 
enter paradise. A judge who knows the truth and passes judgement 
accordingly will enter paradise. A judge who knows the truth but 
perverts the course of justice will go to hell; and also a judge who 
knows not the truth and passed judgement based on ignorance shall 
go to hell”.  

Finally, I thank the organizers of this conference, for the opportunity given 

to me to present this paper. May Allah (SWT) continue to guide us right, 

increase in us health and wisdom in the discharge of this enormous task. 
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