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Introduction:
Technology has become inevitable part in the day-to-day
life of the society and the more societies come to know
about technological development, the more they become
able to take advantage of it. Whenever an innovation
reaches certain level after it has been presented and
promoted, it becomes part of the society.

One of the significant innovations of I.C.T. is the Social
media which refers to websites and applications that are
designed to allow people to share content quickly,
efficiently, and in real-time. The evolution of social media
has transformed the way of living and the way business is
transacted.

HISTORY, EVOLUTION AND DEVELOPMENT.

The first social media site was Six degrees made by
Andrew Weinreich in the year 1997.
In 2004 Tom Anderson created MySpace a site that
became more preferred and popular because of new
features that are more users friendly.
In 2004 Mark Zuckerberg a Harvard scholar created
Facebook which went public in 2006 and was patrinised
by multiple users. Facebook continued to improve, it
added hashtags to match up Twitter and added stories to
compete with Snapchats.

HISTORY, EVOLUTION AND DEVELOPMENT. cont…
Instagram came live in 2010 and threatened Facebook’s
popularity which led to its acquisition by Facebook in
2011.
In 2009 Brian Actons and Jan Koum (former employees of
Yahoo), jointly founded WhatsApp which by 2013
WhatsApp had over 200 million users.
In February, 2014 Facebook acquired WhatsApp which
makes it the world’s biggest social media site with over 2.3
billion users monthly.
The dynamic nature of technological innovations may see
to the emergence of a new flatform to surpass the present.

HISTORY, EVOLUTION AND DEVELOPMENT.
cont…
An important feature of Social Media is the ability to allow
users reach to others locally, nationally and internationally
thus become so popular that most users are defendant on
its applications for their day-to-day life
Social media is used to keep in touch with immediate and
extended family and friends, its various applications to
network career opportunities, find people across the globe
with like interests, and share thoughts, feelings, insight,
and emotions.

Advantages of social media
Having direct connection with and reaching out
wide audience.
Developing and creating organic content.

Building brands and easy access to paid
advertising services.
Drive traffic to personalised website and
evaluating performance.

Social Networks & Media Sharing Sites

Networks

* Facebook
* Twitter
*LinkedIn

Sharing Sites
* Instagram
* YouTube
*Snapchat

TYPES AND USES OF SOCIAL MEDIA
1. Social Network: These are people connecting
networks e.g. Facebook, Twitter and Likedin.
2. Media sharing networks: Mainly for sharing videos
and pictures e.g. Snapchats, Youtube and TikTok.
3. Discussion forums: These networks are used for
sharing news and ideas e.g. Reddit, Quora and Digg
4. Bookmarking and content curation networks:
These sites are used discover, save and share new
content e.g. Pin Interest and Flipboard.

◼

TYPES AND USES OF SOCIAL MEDIA cont…
5. Consumer review networks: for finding and reviewing
businesses e.g. TripAdvisor, Yelp and Zomato.
6. Blogging and publishing networks: published content online
e.g. Wordpress, Tumbir and Medium.
7. Interest based networks: For the purpose of sharing
interests and hobbies e.g. Goodreads and Houzz
.

8. Social shopping networks: These are online shopping
platforms which include logistics e.g. Jumia, Jiji, Konga,
AliExpress, Polyvore
9. Sharing economy networks: For trading goods and services
e.g. Uber, AirBnB, Taskrabbit
10. Anonymous networks e.g. whisper and Ask.fm.

USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA BY JUDGES
The issue of the use of social media by judges is complex one
considering the advantages and disadvantages.
On the one hand, instances of judges using social media have
led to situations where those judges have been perceived to be
biased, subject to inappropriate outside influences or come
across security risks.
On the other hand, social media can create opportunities to
spread the reach of judges' expertise, increase the public
understanding of the law and foster an environment of open
justice and closeness to the communities that judges serve.

CHALLENGES OF SOCIAL MEDIA USAGE;

There are numerous challenges to contend with in
the usage of Social Media by Judicial Officers in
Nigeria. However, these challenges once identified
should guide Judges when taking advantage of
Social Media for personal convenience and even in
advancing the course of justice administration.

The major challenges are;

i. Upsurge in Cyber Crimes;
ii. Compromise of Judicial Process;
iii. Fake News;
iv. Fake Images, Photos and Videos;

Ethical Dilemma of Judicial Officers;
Code of Conduct for Judicial Officers is part of the universal
ideals of modern democracy and governance.
International and regional treaties, conventions and charters
have articulated such rules of conduct for judicial officers and
urged member states for their adoption.
As a party and a signatory to all these Regional and International
instruments, Nigeria has domesticated them in the constitution.

All these contain standards and values that secure the
independence, impartiality, integrity and public confidence of
the judiciary.

Ethical Dilemma of Judicial Officers, cont…

Part I to the 5th Schedule to the Constitution
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 has
provided for the Code of Conduct for Public
Officers.
Part II thereof has included Judicial Officers
in definition of Public Officers for the
Purpose of Code of Conduct.

Ethical Dilemma of Judicial Officers, cont…
The high standard of conduct required of a judge is
imperative in order to uphold public confidence and respect
in the courts as well as protecting the reputation of the
judge.
The relevant part of the code for the purpose of present
discourse are Rules 1 and 3. Rule 1 deals with impropriety
and the appearance of impropriety in all activities of the
judicial officer. Judicial officers are required to respect and
comply with the rules and to conduct themselves always in
a manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity
and impartiality of the judiciary. The Rule also deals with
social relationships.

Ethical Dilemma of Judicial Officers, cont…

Rule 3 made provisions on extra judicial activities
of a judge and demands generally that these
should not conflict with judicial duties.
From the provisions of the code, a somewhat
restricted lifestyle of the judicial officer in both
public and in private is desirable.
It must equally be appreciated that the legality of
an action is not a measure of propriety.

Ethical Dilemma of Judicial Officers, cont…

It is also implied from the Rules that in maintaining
personal and social relationship, the judge must be
careful not to allow such relationship interfere with his
judicial functions.
Generally, a judicial officer must avoid undue publicity
both in and out of the court.
An action or conduct though not illegal may
amount to impropriety of conduct and may
constitute a violation of the conduct.

Use of Social Media and Ethical Dilemma;
Some issues of ethical dilemma have not been specifically
addressed under Rules of the Code
i. fundamental rights of the judge;
ii. observance of some social, religious and cultural
practices that touches on propriety;
The use Social Media certainly falls within the category of
ethical dilemma of Judicial Officers. While a judge may use
social medial, improper use and abuses may constitute
impropriety that could lead to breach of the code.

Use of Social Media and Ethical Dilemma, cont…..

What is important for the judge to imbibe and maintain
while using the Social Media like he is expected at all times,
in and out of court, is that he must maintain impeccable
character, integrity and good reputation.
In view of the observed ethical dilemma, it is always
important for a judge using social media to stay safe online
because one is likely to encounter people you not know
you.

Use of Social Media and Ethical Dilemma, cont…..

There are many ways to stay safe; never share
your passwords with others; do not talk to
strangers online even if someone claim to says
they know your friends or family, do not talk to
people you don’t know.
Most important, don’t give out or share personal
information as phone number, E-mail or physical
address as this could expose one to danger

Use of Social Media and Ethical Dilemma, cont…..
Extreme caution must be employed as there is much more to
social media than the top social media and media sharing
networks.
Different types of social media for all kinds of reasons are
available.

Patronise only well identified social media flatforms such as
Social and Media sharing networks, Discussion forums,
Consumer review networks, Interest-based networks and Social
shopping networks should be
Anonymous social networks must be avoided as major social
networks have mechanisms to hold users accountable for their
social activity, anonymous networks sites allow users to post
content anonymously.

Guidelines on the Use of Social Media by
Judges
Because of the universal ideals of justice, judges and judiciaries all
over the world are faced with the challenges of Social Media which
prompted the Global Judicial Integrity Network initiated a process of
coming up with guidelines on the use of Social Media by judges.
Through an online survey conducted in 2017, judges and other justice
sector stakeholders from around the world expressed their concerns
regarding the use of social media by members of the judiciary.
These concerns were adopted in the Declaration on Global Judicial
Integrity which highlighted the importance of the development of
guidance materials and other knowledge products to help judges
address challenges to judicial integrity and independence, including
those created by the emergence of new information technology tools
and social media.

Guidelines on the Use of Social Media by Judges
cont……
The Global Judicial Integrity Network has developed a set of
international, non-binding guidelines to;
(a) serve as a source of inspiration for judiciaries that are contemplating
addressing the topic; and
(b) inform judges on the various risks and opportunities in using social media.

The Non-binding Guidelines on the Use of Social Media by
Judges intend to;
(i) provide guidance to judges, judiciaries and court personnel (whose conduct
can also have an impact on judicial integrity and public confidence in the
judiciary), and
(ii) delineate a broader framework on how to guide and train judges on the use
of different social media platforms consistent with international and regional
standards of judicial conduct and ethics and existing codes of conduct.

Guidelines on the Use of Social Media by Judges
cont……
The guidelines have provided solutions to some of the challenges relating to
judges' use of social media such as; common mistakes, best practices, and the
dangers of the big data industry.
On this Judge Angelos David, District Court President, Nicosia, Cyprus
stated thus;
"These Guidelines - even though they are not binding - are an extremely
valuable tool in that they highlight elements and parameters that a judge
should take into consideration in the use of social media, while
simultaneously offering guidance on the more general use and management
of the matter. In a recent seminar, I took the opportunity to present the
Guidelines to the participants who were then asked to partake in a group
exercise, answering the question 'should judges use social media?' In
providing their comments, inspiration was also sought from the Guidelines,
which the participants and trainers themselves found very useful."

Conclusion:

There is no doubt that use of Social Media has
advantages and disadvantages and has presented
difficult problems and challenges to the society.
As much as social media is a proof of social
advancement, Judges cannot ignore the
seriousness of the ethical challenges.
Judicial Officers by nature of their callings must
exercise extreme care and discretion in the use of
social media.

Conclusion cont…..:

It is the view of this presenter that it is imperative for
all of us in the Judiciary to be ready, determined and
committed to embrace the ICT regime within the
context of our ethics, integrity and the overall
independence of the Judiciary.
This is the only way we would remain relevant in the
ever-changing world of communication super highway.
Thank you for your attention

