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INTRODUCTION 

 The indispensability of law library to effective practice, teaching and learning has been 

universally acknowledged (Haruna, 2000). The author reiterated that lawyers and law libraries 

are like Siamese twins that are inseparable. Several studies ranging from conference and 

seminars to various research reports, journal articles, dissertations etc. (Dada 1985, Elias 1956, 

Ekundayo 1992, Jegede 1994, Oni 1983, Williams 1982) have described law as essentially a 

library-based subject. The reports of these researchers have strongly held the view that law 

libraries are not only essential but also crucial to the legal profession. This implies that the 

performance lawyers, judicial officers are directly proportional to the information sources 

available and accessible in the law libraries. 

 The importance of law libraries to the legal profession are ever crucial. Law libraries 

are primarily tasked with providing legal information sources to judicial officers, legal 

practitioners, law lecturers, students in academic institutions and other law bodies. Hence the 

importance of law libraries could be said to be a precursor to the survival of legal profession 

and education. It could be argued that law libraries play a significant role in shaping the quality 

of legal system at all levels by the nature of their collections and services. The primary 

objectives of the collections of law libraries are directed towards serving the research and 

learning needs of the institution or agency it meant to serve. For a law library that intends to be 

relevant, its collections must be adequate both in quality and quantity. The quantity should be 

such that the library users should not have to struggle before they can have the books to use. 
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The libraries are known to be inadequately funded and under staffed and yet are 

expected to meet the user’s need in this era of globalisation and information explosion (Nwalo 

and Ogunniyi 2012). It is against this backdrop that (Ejedafiru 2010) expressed that no library 

can effectively satisfy its users from the resources within its walls; that we are living in a time 

where a library’s worth is increasingly being measured by services it offers in terms of helping 

clients to access universal information rather than its respective collections. To overcome this 

herculean issue, libraries are left with no option than to embrace synergy, inter-library lending, 

collaboration etc. 

 Greater percentage of law books/journals (e-journal and books) needed to promote 

research and learning in our law libraries are foreign prints which are imported from different 

parts of the world. These materials are in short supply in our libraries due to their prohibitive 

prices. Ogunrombi and Bello (1997). As a result of this, important legal materials such as 

Halsbury laws of England, foreign law journal, electronic databases/resources are difficult to 

come by. Due to the scarcity and prohibitive prices, many law libraries cannot afford to acquire 

these foreign publications and the local law books in all areas of law are not adequate. Hence 

synergy. 

 Wikipedia defined synergy as interaction or cooperation giving rise to whole that is 

greater than the simple sum of its parts. According to dictionary.com (2021), synergy is the 

interaction of elements that when combined, produce a total effect that is greater than the sum 

of the individual elements, contributions etc. This can also be referred to in the library context 

as the sharing of resources, combination and interactions between one or more libraries for the 

sole purpose of information transfer and meet user’s information needs. 

 In a law library environment where research and learning takes place, sharing of 

resources becomes a way of satisfying the research needs of the user’s community and also a 
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way out for libraries that do not have enough funds for resource acquisition. Resource sharing 

and information synergy have become a term which signifies that libraries have to come 

together to reach an agreement on how to collaborate and exchange materials useful for their 

users. 

 The understanding is not only shown through their policies but also through the sharing 

of their bibliographic contents for awareness and accessibility. Owolabi et al, (2011) depicted 

that although partners sharing resources can interrelate and access one another’s resources, 

however such sharing must be based on a policy that dictates their actions.  

 Resources sharing is an agreement among collaborating libraries agreeing to harness 

their resources towards a common goal. Resource sharing is the act of formally collaborating 

with the like organisations and agreeing to harness their resources towards a common goal. Ali 

et al. (2010) assert that resource sharing is a new form of collection development that has 

overtaken ownership and access. Thus there is no sole ownership and access to resources 

anymore, but a sharing culture that provides room for unlimited access to wide range of 

resources; it is therefore one of the best practises on collection development and information 

services.  

 Rahman (2006) highlighted the aims and objectives of networking and resource sharing 

as follows: 

i. To promote free flow of information recourses; 

ii. To ensure better access to information resources; 

iii. To ensure maximisation of information resources; 

iv. To save resources and avoid duplication of effort; 

v. To ensure faster provision of information and literature support to the users; 

vi. To facilitate reciprocal exchange of local publications. 
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WAYS OF ENCOURAGING SYNERGY AMONG LAW LIBRARIES 

 Since no law can afford to satisfy her patrons no matter how rich the library could be 

particularly, with the present economic realities and the reduction in the library budget. The 

only option left for law libraries is to come together in form of collaboration as to assist one 

another. This entails group of law libraries agreeing to work together to promote free access to 

information held by individual libraries. 

 Mudd and Havens (2009) jointly agreed that library cooperation in the 21st century 

would conquer barriers of physical distance, cultural differences in goals, methods, 

constituencies and philosophy, organisation, cooperation conquer bureaucracy, finance, 

cooperation conquer cost. This could be achieved through the following ways: 

1. Interlibrary Loan (ILL): Interlibrary loan (ILL) is the foremost technique in library 

cooperation by which the participating libraries can share their resources such as printed 

materials, manuscripts, electronic resources and other graphic records etc. it permits the 

users of one library to use the other library by providing books and photocopies of 

articles, etc.  

2. Co-operative Acquisition: The reading materials acquired by certain libraries might 

be very much demanded by the users. This can be overcome by co-operative acquisition 

method. It is a centralized procurement of documents by member libraries on a regional 

or national level. In this way, wasteful expenditure, duplication of documents and 

storage problem would not be encountered. It encourages better book selection and 

ensures a faster flow of materials. 
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3. Centralised Cataloguing and Classification: Centralised cataloguing and 

classification can be done by a single library or other centralised agency for the use of 

participating libraries. It saves time and resources expenses.  

4. Union List of Serials and Bibliographies: The union list of serials consist of 

periodicals of all subjects or it can be limited to special subjects. It may be possible 

through joint efforts to produce a list of periodicals and distribute it among the member 

libraries. 

5. Co-operation Reprographic Services: It is a direct extension of traditional libraries 

services. If a library has well equipped collection and services with 

photographic/reproducing materials, it can offer better service to its own library users 

and also other participating libraries. This service may be at international sphere as well 

as national or local level. 

6. Union Catalogues: The basic function of union catalogues is to locate publications. It 

is a tool for the rationalization of interlibrary loan. It provides classification and 

cataloguing data. it also helps to know and avoid duplication of titles. 

BENEFITS OF SYNERGY AMONG LAW LIBRARIES IN NIGERIA 

One of the major advantages of synergy among law libraries is the improvement of 

effective information transfer. This service involves the provision of information on new 

arrival into the library and also the provision of information on specific areas of interest of 

the legislative clients. CA and SDI will be greatly improved through synergy because the 

law librarian can consult other libraries to improve their users’ needs and information 

resources. Without synergy, the librarian will be at the mercy of its parent institution for 

resources and this he will not be able to effectively meet the varied needs of its users. 

Provision of legislative information is also enhanced and done with little or no stress 

through synergy. The librarian can provide the information through phone, e- mail, or face 
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to face contact through the distribution of various legislative documents. The host library 

collections will in turn be improved because of the ability to consult with other law libraries 

in the resource sharing agreement. The librarian can also provide remote access to 

electronic databases (including law and many other areas). 

In addition to the above mentioned, Martey (2002) identified some benefits for sharing 

resources, synergy and cooperation. These benefits were divided into individual library user 

and staff, institution library, parent institution and national. 

Individual Library Users and Staff 

Synergy among law libraries helps to: 

i. Enhance service through access to more information services available in consortia 

member libraries. 

ii. Provides cheaper and more effective services. 

iii. Ensures prompt document delivery services. 

iv. Improves effective Selective Dissemination of Information and Current Awareness 

Services. 

v. Promotes electronic conferences, increased human cooperation and provides skills 

development for opportunities available through cooperative arrangements. 

Institution Library (Law Libraries) 

In terms of the institution library, synergy among law libraries makes room for: 

i. Increased cooperation and sharing. 

ii. Improved purchase of electronic information and library collection management. 

iii. Reduced library subscription 

iv. Provision of education and library services. 
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v. Increased support for the library especially partners in development (donors) that 

prefer groups rather than individual institutions. 

vi. Institutional library exposure at national and international levels 

Parent Institution  

The parent institution benefits through synergy by: 

i. Reduced costs for sustaining the library services.  

ii. Increased value (quality and quantity) of information resources available to both staff 

and students, thus supporting the mission of the institution. 

PROBLEMS THAT MIGHT HINDER SYNERGY AMONG LAW LIBRARIES IN 

NIGERIA. 

 There are a lot of problems that could hinder synergy among law libraries. Such 

problems are: 

1. Paucity of Funds:  Paucity of funds is a serious factor affecting synergy among 

law libraries. Paucity of fund is endemic in law libraries. The introduction and use 

of ICTs in libraries necessitates the need for more money to maintain and upgrade 

both equipment and software, pay databases, and facilitate internet connections. 

The situation in research libraries is even worse. Without these funds, the ICT 

resources needed to improve the synergy and sharing of resources cannot be 

acquired and maintained properly. Law libraries in Nigeria depends on the parent 

institutions for its funding. Law competes with other disciplines in meagre financial 

resources allotted to parent institutions for acquisition of information resources. 

Most often useful materials needed for prompt service at the law libraries are not 

acquired. When there are no funds to purchase and acquire up to date materials, 

synergy and sharing of resources between libraries will not be possible.  
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2. Lack of coordination: Lack of coordination among libraries to initiate a 

cooperative network is also another challenge to synergy among law libraries. 

While some libraries are ready to share their resources to improve collections, some 

others are not ready because of issues like copyright laws, originality of content and 

handling of resources. Ojedokun (2005) reported that in South Africa while some 

institutions were considering becoming members of the existing consortia, other 

libraries were considering forming new ones. Government fiscal policy e.g. the 

inclusion of library materials in reshipment inspection and the form “M” process 

formation of taxes and customs duties on books and education materials has not 

helped matters. According to Dada (2007), the notorious “due process” formality is 

perhaps the most important problem, which is cumbersome and should not be a part 

of library book procurement.  

3. Poor Infrastructure: Poor infrastructure development is another huge challenge to 

synergy of resources, accommodation, furniture, equipment, and other 

infrastructure facilities are grossly inadequate in most law libraries. Where these 

are not available, storage and maintenance of the library resources will be a 

herculean task and there won’t be room for synergy of resources and resource 

sharing amongst libraries. 

4. Constant Devaluation of Nation’s Currency: In a related study by Thomas 

(1980), revealed that the constant devaluation of the nation’s currency, naira, by the 

government of the country with its negative tendencies of increase in the price of 

goods, such as books, equipment and raw materials for the legitimate publishers, 

sharpened the prospects of scarcity of books in the country. It is evident from the 

previous studies that law library collections are poor. The claim is collaborated by 

Haider cited in Enem (2014) who marked that collections in most existing law 



9 

 

libraries are not large enough, that books and periodicals comprises the biggest 

segment of their holding are not up-to-date. The study equally revealed that the 

library holdings of these academic law libraries are stocked up with old English law 

books, local journals and books. Lamenting on this, Jegede (2001) revealed that as 

a matter of fact, many of the law collections in various academic law libraries are 

in deplorable state.  

5. Lack of Standard and Professionalism in Management of Law Libraries: Most 

of our law libraries are not managed by professionals, where this exist their 

collections are often lopsided. This could hinder effective information transfer as in 

effect slows down pace of research work. These problems need to be handled for 

any meaningful collaboration to be achieved by law libraries.  

SUGGESTIONS FOR A BETTER COLLABORATION AND SYNERGY 

AMONG LAW LIBRARIES. 

Since no library is an island of its own, collaboration among law libraries is the way 

forward for better library services and optimum productivity. The following are some 

suggestions are proffered for a better collaboration and synergy among law libraries.  

i. Making available to more uniform and friendly system interface for users and 

staff. There is cooperative system that are designed by library cooperatives. 

“The system is being shared by institutions having the same target of clientele. 

For instance, the use of OCLC in the advanced countries” (Idowu, 2000). 

ii. Encouraging, coordinating and providing funds for digitization of legal 

materials in law libraries. Law libraries must continue to provide value-added 

services to improve and increase their efficiency, visibility and image. All 
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stakeholders/regulatory agencies involved in the legal education should form a 

common front to address the issue of poor funding in law libraries.  

iii. There should be a compromise in terms of the requirements need to be a law 

librarian. The compromises should come either in the form of sponsoring 

individuals that won’t be law librarians in their education to reduce the financial 

burden on them or giving them some preferential treatment because the 

requirement needed to be a law librarian is huge and not everyone can embark 

on it. 

iv. The budget for law libraries should be improved to enable improved 

infrastructure development. Considering the poor infrastructure development at 

the law libraries, the management should come up with a new standard in view 

of current trends. This new standard will focus on accommodation, furniture, 

equipment and ICT infrastructure. 

v. Government should exclude acquisition of library materials form “Due 

Process”. One aspect of library resources sharing structure that will greatly 

facilitate and enhance its operation is frequency of meetings.  

CONCLUSION 

 The law library has a crucial role to play in legal education/practice and the legal 

system. Information synergy is an invaluable need among these libraries to ensure improved 

services, collection development and solving user’s information needs. The benefits accursing 

from library cooperation are great. Savings are made from limited funding; users have ready 

access to a greater amount of information resources; duplication of materials is reduced and 

time and efforts too; staff should maintain professional relationships and this will boost their 

morale and brings about job satisfaction as they are able to use their talents more, share skills, 

expertise and facilities of each member library.  
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 It is disheartening to note that despite good polices, vision and missions, the philosophy 

of resource sharing is yet to be fully appreciated not minding the problems militating against 

collaboration among law libraries, synergy is only the best option for law libraries for ensuring 

provision of resources needed for legal research and administration of justice.  
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