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ABSTRACT 

There is no gain-saying the fact that Information and Communication Technology has 

permeated virtually all sectors of our economic life both locally and internationally, with the 

library sub-sector inclusive. The rapid adoption and utilization of ICTs has resulted into the 

globalization of information and knowledge resources in Court libraries and has changed the 

outlook of court libraries. It has enhanced and considerably improved the services rendered 

by our libraries generally and court libraries specifically, though with some challenges. 

Court libraries are experiencing a period of radical change with the advent of ICT. This 

paper therefore is an attempt to x-ray the importance of Information Communication 

Technology and how it has significantly contributed to improvement of services being 

rendered by judicial librarians in out Court libraries. In the course of the paper, a general 

overview of the basic concepts and keywords of the topic are discussed. The basic challenges 

facing Court libraries in this new dispensation of ICT, ranging from funding to human 

expertise, users skills, power supply, and integration of ICT into library and information 

science curricula among others are equally discussed. The paper concludes by outlining 

some prospects as breaking down of accessibility, unlimited availability of services period 

among others. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In discussing this all important topic as given, it is imperative to discuss and give an 

overview and brief rundown of the concepts of the keywords as given above ranging from 

Libraries to Court and Information and Communication Technology, so as to have a proper 

understanding, grasp and comprehension of the topic.  

Libraries all over the world are store houses of knowledge in form of printed books, digital 

format as the virtual library (e-library) and other forms of media. Library as a concept can 

aptly be defined  as an organized collection of resources made accessible to a defined 

community for reference or borrowing; it provides physical or digital access to materials, and 

may be a physical building or room, or a virtual space, or both, (Amiri, n.d.).  A library is 

organized for use and maintained by a public body, an institution, a corporation, or a private 

individual-with defined users to utilize the information resources. There are different types of 

libraries ranging from Academic to Public, National, College/School and Special, with the 

Court library as an aspect of a special library. 

All libraries are depositories of knowledge which take the form of books, journals, 

newspapers, bibliographies, encyclopaedias, pamphlets, and other media information which 

are basic to the continuous existence, survival, progress and development of mankind, asserts 

Gotau (2014). He avers that libraries are known to be service oriented institutions, as services 

they provide are basic and centred on assistance to users who may need some measures of 

help in locating information either on the shelves, in the catalogues or on the net in the case 

of electronic libraries otherwise referred to as the virtual library. 

The age-long concept of the library as an institution for the collection, processing, storage, 

retrieval and dissemination of paper-based information materials is being radically redefined 

by the Information and Communication Technology systems. Modern libraries have emerged 

and are still evolving in that emergence, as institutions of advanced media, including CD 

Roms, the Internet, virtual libraries and remote access to a wide range of resources, asserts 

Omekwu (2007). There is a paradigm shift from the traditional domain of the information 

profession; the shift from the traditional to the technological indicates that the information 

profession must harness changes in information technology to advance the work of the 

profession. The function of libraries as centres of information generation, organization, 

dissemination and preservation of information resources has significantly changed as a result 

of information and Communication Technologies (ICTs). For instance, in the last three 

decades, the nature of library services has been improved considerably due to the phenomenal 

growth in information generation from extremely large volumes of literature and knowledge 

in the society as a result of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs).  

THE CONCEPT OF COURT AND COURT LIBRARIES 

A court is a person or body of persons having judicial authority to hear and resolve disputes 

in civil, criminal, ecclesiastical, or military cases, (Delma, James, and Brian, 2019). We have 

the Supreme Court as the apex Court, Court of Appeals, Federal and States High Courts, 

Sharia Courts of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory and in various states where 

applicable, Customary Courts, Magistrate Courts and the lower Courts as the Grade III, II and 
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I respectively. The government creates them either by law or by constitution. The duty of the 

court is to enforce the law for the good of the society.  

Court libraries are information and service centres where the sum total or even most human 

civilization and development in print and non-print formats are stocked and organized 

systematically for users in quest for information, knowledge, learning, teaching and research, 

recreation and entertainment. Court or Judiciary libraries according to Anaeme (2015) are 

those ones established and found within the Court premises to serve the judiciary arm of 

government. They exist in the national judicial system ranging from the Supreme Court 

library at Abuja to Court of Appeal libraries, Federal and States High Court libraries in the 

country, Sharia Courts of Appeal of the Federal Capital Territory and in the various states 

where applicable. Court library is a specialized library as a result of its unique place as a tool 

for the teaching of law, research in law and its valuable contribution to the maintenance of 

peace and stability in a given country. These libraries function as a reservoir that keep up-to-

date records of the numerous law Decrees, Edicts, constitutions, Court proceedings and 

amendments as they are passed. 

Primarily, their function is to provide legal information resources to members of the bench 

including the Judges, Magistrates and practicing lawyers in the preparation and adjudication 

of Cases and effective dispensation of justice. Functionally, these libraries are set up to 

service the information needs of judicial officers. Court libraries serve a particular institution 

that has a specific role to play-which is legal matters. Their focus is on providing specialized 

information resources to their specialized and limited users. These libraries have shifted 

positively towards knowledge dissemination which requires expert management. Court 

libraries in Nigeria have potentials to grow if their resources, both prints and non-prints are 

effectively managed. Effective management of Court libraries entails a deliberate application 

of control measures by the judicial librarians, with the support from Court Management to 

achieve maximum user satisfaction.  

As a special library, Court library holdings include Law textbooks; Law Reports; Law 

Encyclopaedias; Law Journals; Digests and treaties; Federal legislations; Law Dictionaries; 

Case books; Directories; Commonwealth Publications; Indexes and Abstracts; Foreign 

Publications; Newspapers and Magazines; Computers and other ICT Facilities. 

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT) 

Information Technology can be perceived as any technology, including the computer 

hardware, software and telecommunication networks that enable the transmission, processing, 

storage, organization and retrieval of information for the purpose of understanding, decision-

making and action taking.  Adebisi (2009) describe Information and Communication 

Technology (ICT) as a term comprising the notion of application of technologies to 

information handling such as information generation, storage, processing, retrieval, 

dissemination, etc. ICT is broadly defined as diverse set of technological tools and resources 

used to communicate and create, disseminate, store, and manage information, (Awuor, 

Rabah, Maake, 2013). Examples; computers, internet, software, databases, etc.  

Gambari and Adaeze (2007) similarly defines Information and Communication Technology 

(ICT) as computer based tools used by people to work, with the information and 

communication processing needs of an organization. According to them, it encompasses the 
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computer hardware and software, the network and several other devices (video, camera, 

audio, photography, etc.) that convert information (text), images, sound, motion, etc. into 

common digital form. It’s an eclectic application of computing, communication technology 

and satellite technology.  

The need for the development of ICT is a global resolution and has been a subject of great 

significance to all mankind according to Olaofe (2005). These technologies have become 

central to contemporary societies. Whether one is talking on phone, sending an e-mail, going 

to the bank, using a library, watching news on television, listening to sports coverage on 

radio, catching a plane, one is using ICTs. 

Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) have become very vital components of 

human existence as their availability and utilization have begun to create relationship 

between their applications, competitiveness and production of industries. ICTs have 

contributed immensely to the integration of various social, political and economic activities 

among nations globally.  

The rapid adoption and utilization of ICT has resulted in the globalization of information and 

knowledge resources in virtually all libraries, including law libraries and Court libraries 

particularly. Libraries in Nigeria including Court libraries are experiencing a period of radical 

change with the advent of ICT and there are huge investments by the government in terms of 

ICT infrastructure in various spheres including the law libraries in general and Court libraries 

in particular.  

The world of information today is dominated by the Siamese technologies, Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT) delivered by the desire to capture, process and 

disseminate information in real time. ICT development brought a new package format which 

not only made information more portable but also transcend the world to a global 

communication village. It has changed the outlook of the library and librarianship as a 

profession. For any library be it academic, public, national, school/college and special (of 

which the court library is a part), to give effective service to its users or patrons as a 

justification of its position, it cannot but use the state-of- the-art information providing tools. 

In Nigeria, the development of ICTs is becoming more and more important in all spheres and 

sectors including the judiciary and the adoption to a large extent is believed to have a serious 

effect on performance of Courts and libraries. It’s believed that the delay in the adoption of 

ICTs in certain sectors of the economy places the survival of such sector(s) or organization 

(s) within that sector (s) in jeopardy. This means that any organization within a specific 

sector, which does not have a good Information infrastructure in place runs the risk of losing 

the survival game.      

COURT LIBRARIES IN THE INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION 

TECHNOLOGY AGE.  

Information and Communication Technology age is basically the new ways of information 

generation, managing, and dissemination using ICTs. Information and Communication 

Technologies (ICTs) in Court libraries is the application of electronic devices to capture, 

process and store, send and receive information with the traditional practice still in place. The 

use of ICT no doubt, is growing in Nigerian libraries because library itself is a growing 

organism. Now we are living in information society where ICT has changed the way and 
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dimension of information and its flow. Libraries are developing digital repositories of 

resources in their holdings and providing Internet or Intranet access to their users and 

collections. The library practice is a normal daily routine of librarians and the ICT is put in 

place to improve information services to library users and also to make librarianship easier. 

ICT has facilitated the operations of libraries in their basic chores as cataloguing and 

classification; reference service, circulation and preservation. The changing nature of 

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) application in the Court/law library 

settings has brought different ICT equipment such as electronic journals, databases, e-books, 

digital libraries, Internet etc., which in essence has brought about great impact on the services 

delivery in areas such as storage, retrieval and dissemination of library information resources. 

The libraries provide up-to-date information of their activities and holdings through the 

Internet. Rapid advances in Information Communication Technology (ICT) have brought 

revolutionary changes in library operations and librarianship. The main function of 

Information and Communication Technology in librarianship is to make available the right 

information to the right user at the right time when there is an informational need to appease 

the thrust of knowledge of the library clientele. Haliso (2011) affirms that the key purpose of 

any library is the provision of quality service and access to relevant information relating to 

computer, information network and software application.    

The Court libraries need to be on top of all the information technology that is available to 

them and at ways of collecting and presenting information that will save the time of busy 

judicial Officers. The information needs of Judges, Lawyers, Law students, etc is always 

hasty because they have a lot to read and cover. Technology has transformed library such that 

they have to adapt to these transformation to be able to address end users’ ever growing 

expectations and dynamic needs. ICT has made it essential for library management to 

inculcate the Information and Communication Technology into the library practice because 

the primary aim of every library is to satisfy the users’ need within a shortest period of time, 

(Dayo, 2016). Library information resources change rapidly with in our time as more 

electronic resources emerge due to the effect of globalization, 

CHALLENGES FACING COURT LIBRARIES IN THE ICT AGE 

The rapid transformation of the Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has 

created some challenges militating against the effective utilization of Court libraries in 

Nigeria. Some authorities in the field of library and information science including Sani and 

Tiamiyu (2005), Amekuede, (2005), Rosenberg, (2004) have highlighted some of these 

challenges to include the followings: - 

Funding  

The introduction and use of ICTs in libraries has not made the situation of funding better; 

though, we all know that funding has been a serious challenge in libraries. Funds are required 

for acquisition, maintenance and upgrade of the equipment and software, pay for Internet 

connectivity, pay for access to electronic journals and online databases, pay for software 

license fees, etc. There is a significant challenge in adequately planning and financing the use 

of ICT generally and the court libraries is not an exception. Funding to minimize 

administrative and management costs is not quit easy as it is often difficult for Court libraries 

to properly plan and resource financial and human investments in ICT as a core capacity for 
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development. Also, sustaining and subscription of some of the facilities i.e. Internet, 

database, etc is capital intensive, and our dwindling funds to all aspects of our economy is a 

serious issue to contend.  

Lack of ICT Skills among Librarians (Human Expertise) 

Anunobi and Edoka (2010) pointed out that ICT use for library operations and services 

requires library practitioners who are highly skilled both in the traditional library operations 

and high level of computer literacy, besides being committed and flexible librarians, who are 

ever ready to engage in sustained reasoning and can manage complex situations. The success 

of ICT implementation depends largely on availability of competent library professionals 

because library professionals are the key to successful use of any new technology in a library, 

(Verma, 2014). 

Lack of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Skills among Users 

Technological factors, such as Information and Communication Technology illiteracy is also 

a bottleneck since many Court libraries users are not able to utilize ICT services and their 

applications in library chores, hence there is need for consistent user training and user support 

services. Most of the users need more training to deal with ICT services.  

Lack of Integration of ICT into the Library and Information Studies (LIS) Curricula is a 

great challenge. Library and Information Science education play a significant role in 

moulding a librarian. Today, library education should be more of an education for the 

managers of libraries with Information and Communication technologically affluent 

programs. The new Library and Information Science professionals should be equipped with 

ICT tools since they are studying so many ICT things as part of their course.   

Power or Electricity Supply 

The issue of epileptic power (electricity) supply in this country from the general perspective 

cannot be over emphasized, giving the fact that the agencies vested with the responsibility of 

power generation and supply have failed woefully in spite of the huge resources invested by 

the Federal Government over the years. The supply of electricity to our industries, agencies, 

homes and government establishments including the Courts is generally poor. Courts in 

Nigeria are not exempted in this regard. Although some of our Courts like the Supreme 

Court, Court of Appeals, High Courts and Customary Courts could afford alternative power 

supply through acquisition and maintenance of big generators, how many of the other Courts 

can afford that? This is a pertinent challenge that need to be tackled from the holistic point of 

view, as all Information and Communication Technology equipment need power supply to 

function properly and accordingly. 

Telecommunication Connectivity (Internet) 

This can be regarded as a giant library, containing vast amounts of information. But it is also 

highly unwieldy, not at all easy to navigate, and full of traps for the unwary. There are excess 

materials available, but, how many of them can be trusted? A lot of junks are uploaded on the 

Internet but it takes the ingenuity of a modern judicial librarian to differentiate the valuable 

from the invaluable information resources. 
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International Federation Library Association (IFLA) in 2005 declared that libraries and 

implementation of ICT need urgent sustainable technology strategies and policies. It also 

noted problems of digital gap issues, Internet connectivity, bandwidth issue, inadequate ICT 

facilities (Computers) and technical expertise as additional challenges.  

Preservation of Digital Information Resources: 

Preservation for printed documents have been successfully tasted and documents that span 

hundreds of years have been preserved. Now, the challenge of preserving ICT is still in its 

infancy stage and already some of the information is stored in format or media that cannot be 

accessed or read (unless it is been decoded). 

Legal Deposit: 

In the print based environment, producers of publications are required by law to deposit 

copies of their documents with the national library for bibliographic control. Now, in the 

digital information society, who is responsible for that? The situation in Nigeria for example 

is not clear as to who is responsible for the long term conservation of digital information 

resources. 

Administrative Bureaucracies  

Igun, S.E (2010) citing Islam and Islam noted administrative bureaucracies as problems 

militating against the utilization of Information Communication Technologies (ICTs) by 

librarians. The authors explained that some library administrators and policy-makers were not 

fully aware of the importance of ICTs and as such had failed to make its importance clear to 

their librarians and even when the librarians are aware of these importance and make it clear 

to them, they don’t seem to be in tune with their librarians in this regard hence a serious 

challenge. 

PROSPECTS 

Although these challenges enumerated above have hampered the utilization of information 

Communication Technologies in our Court libraries, significant improvements have been 

recorded with the advent of ICTs especially with those courts located in the cities, as could be 

seen below. 

▪ The problem of funding has always been an age-long phenomenon in library 

development generally, the advent of ICT has helped to break down accessibility. 

This has facilitated the utilization of information as a strategic tool and commodity for 

development all over the globe. 

 

▪ Unlike in a print-based library system, access to digital information resources is not 

restricted to specified hours and days of the week at one physical library building. 

Information resources and services are available 24/7, throughout the year from any 

device connected to the internet from any place around the world. The main benefit of 

ICT is the ability to provide 24 hour access to information for users who have 

information need. 

 

▪ The use of ICTs in Court Libraries in providing access to information resources and 

services and also executing library tasks will result in the disappearance of the 
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concept of a library as has been known for ages as a physical building located in a 

specific geographical location. ICT has transformed the nature of library services and 

structure. 

 

▪ Library collections with ICT does not only consist of physical information resources 

such as books, films, periodicals, and many more kept in a physical building, but also 

include digital resources created locally and those gotten over the Internet-electronic 

database, e-resources, etc. The ICT also enable two or more libraries to share their 

information resources and with this, full automation of library system will be 

embraced. 

▪ With the introduction of computers in libraries, various library activities started being 

automated, with the Catalogue being the earliest component of library to be 

computerized. Initially, computers were used by library for the preparation of 

catalogue entries which were printed in the form of cards and thus, catalogues were 

generated using computers. Many libraries today are involved in the installation, 

training and use of Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) system. OPACs are the 

keys to library collection because they allow users to search and access available 

documents in the library collections, 

CONCLUSION 

With the advancement of ICT which in effect is influencing the method of searching for 

information which has become too complex and advanced, and which invariably is dependent 

on the roles and expectations from the librarians, has become very important and high. Court 

Library professionals have been engaged in Selective Dissemination of Information (SDI) to 

match the user information need with the correct information sources. Change is outpacing 

us, and this can be achieved by keeping in touch with recent trend of activities. In this regard, 

all Court librarians in Nigeria need more training and retraining on the utilization of 

Information Communication Technologies so as to enhance their services, productivity and 

relevance in the current dispensation of Information and Communication Technology (ICTs). 

The library particularly in the judiciary can also benefit from the use of Information 

Communication Technology (ICT) as the traditional library that run manual operations are 

bedevilled by myriads of problems or challenges which can be ameliorated by the use of ICT. 

Technological advancement has made significant impact to the legal system and Judiciaries 

in acknowledging these developments and have begun to adjust provisions of statutes, 

practice and procedure to accommodate the incidence of technology in today’s society. 

Without the application of ICTs, judicial librarians may not be able to effectively and 

efficiently access and provide legal information and other relevant materials for the benefit of 

their clientele which include Judges, Legal Practitioners, Arbitrators, academic lawyers and 

even law students as well as members of the public.  

However, effective use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) is consequent 

upon the skills, competencies and ability to digest and integrate it to meet up with the Court 

library users. In view of the above, more efforts should be made to incorporate digital literacy 

training and sensitization programmes to the users of Court libraries as well as the judicial 

librarians so as for the objectives of the court libraries in the new dispensation to be achieved. 
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